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Roanoke River Partners Held Successful Spring Paddle Days

On Sunday, April 10, RRP sponsored anotherOn Saturday night, RRP hosted an event at Sun-
successful paddling event hosting 65 paddlersiyside Oyster Bar where guests mingled and
from across the state and southern Virginia. listened to the music dcho Junctiorbefore
entering the back room for raw or steamed oys-

Following a thoughprovoking presentation by ters, shrimp and scallops.
Tom Potter concerning the impact of our envi-
ronmental footprints on our planet, the paddle@ur wonderful sponsors this year were Phil
enjoyed a beautiful, somewhat overcast day ddodges with Metrics, Inc. in Greenville, Jack
they paddled from Moratoc Park in WilliamstoRowell with Bertie County Peanuts, Martin
to RRPO&s Conine pl at Countynforusa 6f the facilitees ab Morawd Pai,r e a
they began the slightly treacherous journey Brent Kanipe and the Town of Williamston,
through Conine Creek, back to the Roanoke Wayne Fox and the Martin County Tourism
River, returning where they starteét Moratoc Development Authority, David Hodges with
Park. When they returned, the paddlers were MidEast RC&D and Tom Potter with North
treated to music b€hickweedand lunch. Carl Carolina Paddle Trails Association.
Galie, author oVision Quest A Journey
Down the Roanoke Rivewas present as usual Thanks to all our Board members and volun-
to take photos. teers including Dave Schwartz, Bill Smith, all

the guys in the Roanoke Paddle Club, William
paddlrals Eeelmboalsepdovidedtheshirts), Carol,
enjoyed paddling the river yesterday for Christina and Bruce from Halifax County and
springRoanoke River Paddle Day. ForsomeoReo d ney and the boys!
who does mostly solo paddling, | surprisedmjtave done it without
self by really enjoying seeing all the people anbnal skills and attention to detail. Hope to see
getting to know the Roanoke better. It's a greaveryone at the Fall paddle in the upper Roa-

One of t he

river. And you al |l dinake om SajurdayaNovembehs. 0

A

A Reflection on Paddle Days

The river called,
or so | thought,
So | paddled that beautiful
stream.
My companions and |
the whole day sought
The peace, the quiet, the birds
and the bream.
But the gift | will keep from
the river that day
Is the love of my life and
the friends that | made.

Best wishes.
Fred Toms
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Celebrating the Success of Our Rosenwald Projec

By Carol Shields dia, Kim & the Hamilton tow e
On September 11, Roanoke River Partners hosted a Hamiltemployee$ thanks for all the
Rosenwald Reunion event for over 100 folksaong them NC help with logistics in planning
House Representatisedith Warren, folks from The Conserva-and pulling off this event as [§
tion Fund, NC Cultural Resources & Preservation NC, Martim&ll as the ofgoing pro-
Hamilton Commissioners, three local mayors (Oak City, Hasgdt. Claudia & Kim have bee
& Williamston), lots of Hamilton Rosenwald alumni (ourtargét he fipul se of
audience & honored guests), Rosenwald alumni/organizers fgaiding me and rolling up the
surrounding communities, a reporter frdime Enterpriséwho  sleeves and helping in anyway

came early and stayed for the entire event), a representativethey couldl 6 m sorry that due to a
from Fort Branch, representatives from partnering organizatone be wi t h us for the actual
like Mid-East RC&D and lots of other interested and supportakene to get us to this point.

community folks. It was a beautiful crossection of the com-

: . | would like for you all to know that | felt honored to be the wit-
munity and region.

We had a fabulous caterer and videographer and, of course totinank all of you for this unique opportunity for personal and
own Carl Galie behind the cametaould feel the energy in theprofessional growth and for your tremendous support for this ef-
room.| trust that those of you who were there could feel it todbrt. Everywhere | have turned, | have found overwhelming sup-
have felt this energy mounting from the beginning of this prepert for the tasks that needed to be doeu have all made this
vation project, and it has only increased as the community hasrk possible and pleasurabkor me, this truly has been a labor
invested in it. of lovei love of our local community, love of my fellow women

Special thanks to Lucia for all her efforts to oversee the con—& men and love of our Roanoke River region.

struction work on our Rosenwald Schdbhas not been an eadycould go on and on, but | will stop he®ome of you were rec-
task, but she is championing the cause and is getting it ognized at the reunion for your contributions, and | wanted to ex-
done.Thanks to Christina, who worked for weeks helpingdepr ess here some of the things
velop our printed materials and media/internet promotion of tpiste get them saidXou are all playing a valuable role in this
event (and who lent me her geafpu girls are the best, and | process, and | just wanted to acknowledge tHa&nks for all you
am pleased to call you my colleagues and friends. To Gil, Claave done on behalf of our Rosenwald River Center project.

Roanoke River Partners on the Road and in the News

RRP Executive Board Member, Carol | Rosenwald School, both its past and pre-
Shields, was pleased to have the opport Cwnam,n sent. The Hamilton Historical Commission
nity to share our RRP/Rosenwald story [ fononcs om0 and the Martin County Historical Society
with several recent audiences. g o155 partnered with RRP to promote this event.
She will make two presentations in Scot-
On February ¥, Shields made an RRP land Neck this month.
presentation for students and faculty at V4
ECU in conjunction with the Students fo v 0 o b i B — | Our Hamilton Rosenwald School project
Sustainable Tourism. Included in her re- : { was recently featured as part of a Black
marks were a history of RRP, how RRP History story on the Randolph sisters in
works with regional partners to foster su two Martin County newspapers. In early
tainable tourism and economic develop- February, both th@Villiamston Enterprise
ment, and a progress report on the Rosener Walter Dalton, Former Governor Jim and theRobersonville Weekly Heraldn
wald River Center Preservation Project. Martin, VP for The Biltmore Company anétont page stories about the Randolph sis-
several other representatives of public antdrs, their role in our Rosenwald project
On February 2%, Shields was a panelist private conservation efforts. This was a and memories growing up in Hamilton.
for the Land f or T gandapporunity to express airegratitee i o n
Economics 2011 Summit at the Raleigh to Land for Tomorrow and TNC for their Shields was recently interviewed for an
Civic Center. She was invited to tell how efforts and investment to preserve naturaipcoming story irCarolina Country
conservation partners in northeastern NCareas along the Roanoke River region. Magazine The story will highlight ten
have been working together to positively North Carolina Rosenwald Preservation
impact their communities for the past 15 On May 9", Shields presented aprogrampr oj ect s whi ch have
years. Bill Leslie from WRAL was the  on the Hamilton Rosenwald PreservationFoundation funds for their projectSaro-
moderator for the panel and other panelig®soject for the Edna Andrews School PTAna Countryis a state magazine published
and speakers included the mayors of Nasheeting in Hamilton. The program pro- by the North Carolina Electric Coopera-
ville, TN and WinstorSalem, Lt. Gover- vided an overview of the historic Hamiltorives.

f al
ev

ness to the oral/written history segment of this project, and | want
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Getting to Know Our Roanoke River Ramblers

Board Member: Martha Thompson, Bertie County

Martha
Thompson,
iMi ss
to her fellow
RRP board
members, is
one of our
founding board
members. She
was at the tabl
with the group
that created
Roanoke Rive
Partners, and
she has been
devoted to our
organization
and mission
ever since.

N

L.

Miss Martha was born and grew up in Bertie County. After

graduation from high school, she attended NC Central Colle¢®ié P1 y mo u

Durham. She graduated from Central with a degree in Busin
Admini stration, which prepa
Her first job was in billin
next job was in social work for the City of New York. After

I'tds a s T hat
Harry Thompson
iasnhdhtaot el i
the story of Harry
Thompson, as he
the consummate
story teller and
historian. Whether
he is discussing th
bgenealogy of Ber-
tie County fami-
lies, the numerous
Indian artifacts he
has discovered in
the Roanoke Rive
valley area, the
cannons pulled
from the river up
around Fort
Branch, his work
with the Port

N ame

ng you

h Mar -

e Museum or

hiefdsciratom f or a career in the

woul dnét want to miss a

withwhe hiskory bf ghe yost €olonyrthroNgh the Givil Wkr, ydlii t
wor d.
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working and being away from North Carolina for 40 years, Mjssd its surrounding counties runs deep, and it is for this reason

Martha retired i 1995 and

roots in Bertie County.

n

Upon returning home, she quickly got involved in her commu
nity, first, as a volunteer with MeaBnWh ee |l s . |t
before she was elected as the mayor of Lewisttmrodville
(1995). She served in this role for six years. After serving as
mayor, she volunteered to fulfill the reminder of an unexpireg

River Partners.

DowrsBag) featuted Hagy on its cover, and writer Nita Smith
noted in the adjoining

own history. o6 Today, as the

that tvaifeehse libnoted to haeerHarfy amthe boar@ ef Rdaaokem a

4n the summer of 200&astern Livingmagazine (then known as

article
Eastern North Carolina so much because he knows that it is his

cur

term as commissioner on the town board and was later electeskton, he gets to share his heritage and folklore with over 3000

the LewistorWoodville Town Board of Commissioners as thg
representative from the Woodville District (20pBesent).

Besides serving as mayor and as a town commissioner, Mis
Martha has been a devoted member of Delta Sigma Theta S
ity, Inc. since 1953. Since 1996 she has been a member of t

schoolchildren from Raleigh to Manteo every year.

Robert Pe

AHIi story

Thi s
gi ft

guotati on
to us all

by

heo mmon humanity, so that we

Ahoskie Alumnae Chapter, and she is currently serving as piesi-

dent until June 30, 2012.

RRP is grateful to have Miss Martha and all her years of exp

river, giving advice about
HBf roasts at his farm, or telling his wonderful stories, we are

nn \

cannc
dryot4t can give us a fuller understanding of ourselves, and of our

car

Whether Harry is sharing his unprecedented knowledge about the

RRP¢

ence to help guide and direct our actions. Thank you Miss Mgsthased by his contributions to our efforts to bring visitors from

for your faithful devotion to our mission. We appreciate all yg
efforts to make RRP what it is today!

North Carolina.

il over the country to share the wonder and beauty of eastern



